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Dar gets modern AIDS lab

PRESIDENT Benjamin Mkapa yesterday launched an ultra-
modern HIV/AIDS treatment centre and laboratories at the
Muhimbili National Hospital (MNH), built under the initiative
of the US-based Abbott Fund.

Health experts told the
‘audience at the launch
ceremony that the facilities,
said to be the best in East
Africa, have tremendously
boosted the country’s
capacity to handle HIV/AIDS
cases.

President Mkapa
.described the facilities as a
1+ big step forward in the fight
against the scourge, which in
2000 declared it as a national
disaster.

Mr Mkapa said under the
Fund’s initiative in fighting
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HIV/AIDS, 35 million US
dollars (about 40bn/-) has
been invested in Tanzania,
reflecting its trust and
confidence in the country’s
efforts in taming the killer
disease.

“Thank you for the
support and partnership in the
crusade  against the
pandemic,” the president said
shortly before inaugurating
the facilities.

“Through our successful
partnership with the Abbott
Fund, we are providing
Tanzanian health
professionals with resources
and tools to manage our

healthcare system more
effectivelv.” he said.
“The new ‘acilities will

tremendousiv improve the
care of neonle with HIV/
AIDS and other chronic
diseases, benefiting up to
1,000 patients a day,” said
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